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Background 
Sylvain Fortier is an accomplished leader with extensive experience and expertise in risk and financial 
management. A man of great vision, he is recognized for his open-minded approach and the importance he 
places on listening to others. His leadership is characterized by values of discipline, trust and teamwork. 
 
In 1998, following brief tenures at Université Laval as an instructor and a teaching and research assistant and 
then at Quebec’s Ministry of Finance as a financial analyst, Mr. Fortier launched his career in risk management 
at the Laurentian Bank of Canada, where he remained for more than 16 years. In 2004, he accepted the first of 
a series of team management positions in which he oversaw credit risk management and, for a short time, 
market risk management. In 2011, after steadily advancing within the organization, he was named Vice-
President, Internal Rating and Credit Risk Management, a position he held until 2015. 
 
From the day he accepted the Vice-President and Chief Risk Officer position at UNI in August of 2015, Sylvain 
Fortier has played an essential role as change leader in relation to risk culture. The transfer to federal 
jurisdiction, a first in Canada for a credit union, was due largely to Mr. Fortier’s involvement. Through his broad 
experience and expertise in risk management and finance, he successfully established sound, credible 
relationships with the regulatory authorities. His mandate is to effect change in risk culture, quality assurance 
and compliance at UNI while also supporting profitable business development. From February to December 
2017, Mr. Fortier also took on the responsibilities of CFO. 
  
Mr. Fortier has a bachelor’s degree in science with a major in actuarial mathematics and a minor in commerce 
from Concordia University as well as a master’s in business administration specializing in finance and insurance 
from Université Laval. In addition to being a Fellow of the Canadian Institute of Actuaries, he was a member of 
that organization’s Enterprise Risk Management Applications Committee (ERMAC) from 2010 to 2013. Mr. 
Fortier is recognized as a Chartered Enterprise Risk Analyst (CERA) by the U.S. Society of Actuaries. He was also 
a research team liaison member for the Joint Risk Management Section (JRMS) from 2010 to 2013. 
 
Mr. Fortier is highly active, playing hockey and visiting the gym regularly. He also enjoys coaching youth hockey 
and baseball.  
 


